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1. Distribution and characteristics

1.5-1.7m, 55-70kg
Max. 24 years old

Up to 20cm
Max. 3-4 years old



Frequency of occurrence

2. Old data - stomach content

1,047 individuals
March-April
From 1991 to 1997

48,000t of fish consumed per year
(Sigurjónsson & Víkingsson, 1997)



Numbers and weight
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2. Old data - stomach content

1,047 individuals
March-April
From 1991 to 1997

48,000t of fish consumed per year
(Sigurjónsson & Víkingsson, 1997)

30 years ago



3. New data - Stable isotope ratios



3. New data - Stable isotope ratios

March-April
1992 to 1998 (n=11)
2011 to 2019 (n=33)

n=29



3. New data - Stable isotope ratios

Generalised Linear Model (GLM) testing for sex, year of sampling and length 
effect on isotopes values.



3. New data - Stable isotope ratios

Bayesian mixing model 
estimates (mean, 25% and 75% 
percentiles) of diet composition 
for harbour porpoises Phocoena 
phocoena. 



3. New data – New stomach content

Still doing analyses, but strong indication that capelin is still an essential prey for 
harbour porpoise



4. Conclusion

A 30 years period between the first stomach content analysis and our 
approaches.

A change in capelin distribution during winter (2003) and a decrease in 
abundance.

Yet the stable isotope study and the recent stomach content analysis confirm 
that capelin remains the main prey for harbour porpoise.

Future perspective:
Both stomach content and stable isotope ratio analyses will be performed on 
recent harbour porpoise samples.



Takk fyrir!
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